Determination, Holding Together, Polish Pride!

Dear members,
It is vacation time! Some of us will stay and rest in our homes,
some will travel to visit family and friends here in the USA or
overseas, maybe even travel to Poland. Whatever your plans
we wish you a wonderful summer, good health and safe
travel.
The Polish National Soccer team had great performances in
the Euro 2016 Championship. Poland lost during penalty kicks
to Portugal after advancing to the quarterfinals. Polish
forward/striker Robert Lewandowski held the record scoring
the most goals in the 2016 Euro league. | believe we do have
the skills to be champions, we simply had no luck on that day.
The Pope will visit Poland July 27-31 to celebrate World Youth
Day in Krakow and attend a celebration of
the 1050 anniversary of the Baptism of
Poland in Czestochowa. In 1966 the Polish
pro-soviet government withheld permission ‘
for the Pope to enter the country for the . »_
1,000 year anniversary. Instead government P
put on an event, boy scouts, military and - l
others had to be present. | was in Warszawa

L Jerzy Cygler,
participating as a Harcerz (boy scout). That |nterim President
was the only non-political organization for young teenagers at
the time. I'm so proud that Poland survived so many difficult
moments and victoriously celebrates 1050 years of
Christianity with the Pope’s visit.
These stories have only one thing in common: Polish people.
One filled with national pride and one filled with Polish
resilience, faith and determination. We Polish, here in Vero
Beach, are determined to be together and share our good will
with each other. No one can take away our values and
national pride, certainly not a few dishonest individuals trying
to steal our club, building and land. We will celebrate in our
club and talk about our difficulties and victories. We are
making history in Vero Beach and in Florida and maybe in the
entire USA fighting injustice and corruption on behalf of
Polish people! Bardzo dziekuje, drodzy przyjaciele.
Jerry
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Mission Statement

The Polish American Social Club
of Vero Beach, FL, U.S.A., Inc.
provides year-round activities for
members, and accompanied
guests, who promote and
sponsor Polish culture and art,
including; Polish language,
dances, choral and other
activities which enhance the
growth of the club.
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Remember The Massacre in Wotyn
July 11th

During this season we ask you to please remember
the July 11t anniversary of the massacre in Wotyn.
The Massacres of Poles in Wotyn were part of the
ethnic cleansing operation in the Polish province of
Eastern Galicia and Wotyn (now in western Ukraine)
that took place beginning in March 1943 and lasted
until the end of 1944. The Ukrainian Nationals
murdered 60,000 polish people, many children and
women. The bestiality of those acts were equal to
the bestiality of the German Nazis. Everyone should
pray for the souls of those who were tortured and
died in horrific ways just because they were Polish,
only 73 years ago.

There was a large immigration from that region to
the USA before the first and second war. Many Poles
mistakenly thought that their ancestors were
Russians or Ukrainians since they immigrated from
the present territories of Russia or Ukraine. But the
territory was Poland years ago and there was huge
Polish population and there is to this day. For more
information check out the following:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historiography of the

Volyn_tragedy
A Little Bit O’ Poland

Thanks to Christine Obara and all of the club
members who loaned items from the homeland to
display at the Main Library in Vero Beach. The
display case is on the second floor by the top of the
stairwell. Take a few minutes to stop by and enjoy all
of the beautiful items that symbolize the history and
culture of Poland.

General Membership Meetina
May 22, 2016

More than 30 people attended the General
Membership meeting at the Moose Club in Vero
Beach. The format was pot luck. Everyone
agreed that asking people to bring a covered
dish was an excellent idea as all the food was
really delicious. The Moose Club provided a cash
bar.
Jerry acknowledged the members of the By-Laws
Committee who have worked so hard on
creating new by-laws: Gloria Fleming lead, Tom
Clark, George Stenzel, Lou Synakowski, and
Harry Dzierzek. Because of the time we have
decided to continue operating under the old by-
laws and will continue working on the new ones.
On April 24t the Club held a Dinner Dance in the
Mico Community Center with 54 in attendance.
Jerry thanked Gloria Fleming and Janusz
Strumecki for organizing the dinner dance and all
others who helped, including Leona and Harry,
Janet and Carl, Lada, Roz, Wyn, and Alzada.
Everyone had a great time and even though it
was “after season”, it was still great to get
together to build camaraderie.
Prayers were requested for Mr. Ochylski’s
grandson who recently and suddenly passed
away and for Alzada Johnston who recently had
a fall and is also celebrating a birthday. A mass of
intention will be requested for Mr. Ochylski’s
grandson. It was suggested that the club send
flowers to Alzada.

Be sure to mark your calendars for the next
General Membership meeting in September!

\J L/
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Poland History
THE MIDDLE AGES TO PRESENT, PART ||

Submitted by George Stenzel in Four Segments

B: EARLY MODERN AGES

1525 The Teutonic Order is secularized and became the vassal of Poland. One century later the
Polish king grants the Brandenburg dukes the right to accede in Prussia, which led to the
establishment of an enormous Prussian power two centuries later.

1543 The Copernican Revolution. Polish scholar Nicolaus Copernicus (Mikolaj Kopernik)
published De Revolutionibus, he proposed the heliocentric theory, that the Earth rotates on an
axis, and goes round the sun once in a year. In the 16th century it was still widely accepted that
the Earth was the Centre of the universe. The heliocentric theory was later proved by Galileo
Galilei.

1550 (approx.) Gdansk has more than 30,000 inhabitants, Krakow has 15,000 inhabitants and
Poznan 5,000. Wroclaw (Breslau) has 20,000 but Silesia belonged to the Czech Crown at that
time. Warsaw was still only a small capital of the Mazovia province. The majority of foreign
trade was done via Free Town of Gdansk and around 70% of Polish exports constituted of grains
(rye) and 30% cattle and furs. Only Gdansk produces furniture, clocks, ovens and valuable
products.

1569 Lublin: The Polish Kingdom and the Great Duchy of Lithuania are connected into one union.
The Ukraine was also a part of Poland. The union made Poland the largest country in Europe.

1587 Sigismund Il Vasa (Zygmunt Ill), son of John Il Vasa (King of Sweden), elected King of
Poland, moved the Parliament and the court to Warsaw to bring himself closer to Sweden and to
the center of the kingdom.

1610 Battle of Klutsjino (Klusin) - The Russian Tsar was overthrown by Poles. Wladyslaw - son of
Sigismund, was crowned Tsar in Moscow - the zenith of Polish power. This was followed by a
series of wars against the Ukrainian Cossacks, the Swedes and the Turks. 90 % of state's financial
resources were spent on warfare.

1652 The Liberum Veto introduced - a manifestation of the great freedoms, which were enjoyed
by the Polish nobility. One vote could obstacle the enactment of any bill in the Polish Parliament.
The Political system found itself in a prolonged crisis causing Poland to experiment with the
republican form of government. Eight per cent of population were often impoverished nobility
and it is estimated that 120,000 noblemen had no land or property.

1655 The Beginning of the Swedish Wars (the so called "Deluge"). Charles X (Karol X) takes
Warsaw and Krakow. Warsaw was captured and recaptured several times and 80% of its
population was killed. Czestochowa took a miraculous resistance and finally Peace was restored
in Oliwa in 1660.

1683 The legendary Battle of Vienna (the second siege of Vienna). Polish King John Il (Jan IlI.
Sobieski) managed to crush the Turks (Kara Mustafa), save the beleaguered city, and finally kill
off the expansion of the Ottoman Empire.

1721 The end of the Great Northern War, which was fought against Sweden. Although Sweden
was defeated, Poland became dependent on Russia.

1764 Stanislaus Poniatowski (Stanistaw Poniatowski) elected King of Poland. He was an
enlightened ruler trying in vain to halt the collapse of the country.

1772 The first partition of Poland: the border areas were divided among Russia, Prussia and

Austria.
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Membership Report
by Janusz Strumecki

Janusz Strumecki reports that we
have a total of 147 paid members.
Please join us in welcoming the
following new members:

Joe Zdrok
Hildegard and Lawrence Smith
Stephanie and Daniel Zweigart

Corinne and Brad Turk the
daughter and son-in-law of Janice
and Carl Prushinski

Our club continues to grow! The club
exists to celebrate Polish traditions
and ancestry. Anyone interested in
joining can contact Janusz by email
or phone: janusz1653@gmail.com

(772) 713-0551

‘EMBLEM OF GOOD WILL'
A POLISH DECLARATION OF
ADMIRATION AND FEIENDSHIP FOR
THE UNITED STATES OF AMUERMA

FROM
. THE POLITSé—l NATION i

'THE AMERICAN NATION|
i ON THE OCCASION

| OF THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE INDEPENDENCE

" OF THE UNITED STATES

Emblem of Good Will

As we all celebrate the 4t of July
in America we can also celebrate
the 90t anniversary of the Polish
Declaration of Admiration and
Friendship for the United States
of America. Perhaps there has
never been a more
extraordinary gift given by one
nation to another than the 111
volumes presented on the 150th
anniversary of American
independence. These volumes
consist of a declaration of
admiration signed by an
estimated 5,500,000 Polish
citizens, representing more than
one sixth of the total population
of Poland in 1926. It may be
difficult for Americans, who
sometimes take democracy for
granted, to understand the
impetus behind this
demonstration of admiration.
For almost the entire history of
the American Republic, Poland's
political life had been dominated
by foreign, autocratic powers,
and Poles had looked to the
United States as a model of
political organization and to
American democracy as a
promise for their own future. It
is, therefore, not surprising that
Poland in 1926, only eight years
after regaining independence
from foreign rule, chose to mark
the 150th anniversary of
American independence. In 1997
the Library of Congress decided
to put part of the collection on
display to mark the opening of
the new European Reading
Room at the Library of Congress
in Washington DC.

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=lpbfQN-5sVU
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Wieslawa Szymborska

The Nobel Prize in
Literature 1996 was
awarded to Wieslawa
Szymborska "for poetry
that with ironic precision
allows the historical and
biological context to
come to light in
fragments of human
reality".

Possibilities

| prefer movies.

| prefer cats.

| prefer the oaks along the Warta.

| prefer Dickens to Dostoyevsky.

| prefer myself liking people

to myself loving mankind.

| prefer keeping a needle and thread on hand, just
in case.

| prefer the color green.

| prefer not to maintain

that reason is to blame for everything.

| prefer exceptions.

| prefer to leave early.

| prefer talking to doctors about something else.
| prefer the old fine-lined illustrations.

| prefer the absurdity of writing poems

to the absurdity of not writing poem:s.

| prefer, where love's concerned, nonspecific
anniversaries

that can be celebrated every day.

| prefer moralists

who promise me nothing.

| prefer cunning kindness to the over-trustful kind.
| prefer the earth in civvies.

| prefer conquered to conquering countries.

| prefer having some reservations.

| prefer the hell of chaos to the hell of order.

| prefer Grimms' fairy tales to the newspapers'
front pages.

| prefer leaves without flowers to flowers without
leaves.

| prefer dogs with uncropped tails.

| prefer light eyes, since mine are dark.

| prefer desk drawers.

| prefer many things that | haven't mentioned here
to many things I've also left unsaid.

| prefer zeroes on the loose

to those lined up behind a cipher.

| prefer the time of insects to the time of stars.

| prefer to knock on wood.

| prefer not to ask how much longer and when.

| prefer keeping in mind even the possibility
that existence has its own reason for being.

By Wieslawa Szymborska
From "Nothing Twice", 1997
Translated by S. Baranczak & C. Cavanagh 5



We begin each
membership
meeting with a
prayer for God’s
blessings and
guidance, the
pledge of
allegiance to the
US flag, and the
singing of the
Polish National
Anthem. Here are
the words to the
anthem in Polish
and in English to
keep for your
reference.

Mazurek Dabrowskiego

Jeszcze Polska nie zgineta,
Kiedy my zyjemy.

Co nam obca przemoc wizieta,
Szablg odbierzemy.

Marsz, marsz, Dgbrowski,
Z ziemi wioskiej do Polski.
Za twoim przewodem
Ztaczym sie z narodem.

Przejdziem Wiste, przejdziem Warte,
Bedziem Polakami.

Dat nam przyktad Bonaparte,

Jak zwycieza¢ mamy.

Marsz, marsz, Dgbrowski,
Z ziemi wioskiej do Polski.
Za twoim przewodem
Ztaczym sie z narodem.

Jak Czarniecki do Poznania
Po szwedzkim zaborze,
Dla ojczyzny ratowania
Wraécim sie przez morze.

Marsz, marsz, Dgbrowski,
Z ziemi wioskiej do Polski.
Za twoim przewodem
Ztaczym sie z narodem.

Juz tam ojciec do swej Basi
Mowi zaptakany:

"Stuchaj jeno, pono nasi
Bija w tarabany."

Marsz, marsz, Dgbrowski,
Z ziemi wloskiej do Polski.
Za twoim przewodem
Ztaczym sie z narodem.

B

Dabrowski's Mazurka

Poland has not yet perished,
So long as we still live.

What the alien force has taken from us,
We shall retrieve with a sabre.

March, march, Dgbrowski,
From the Italian land to Poland.
Under your command

We shall rejoin the nation.

We'll cross the Vistula and the Warta,
We shall be Polish.

Bonaparte has given us the example
Of how we should prevail.

March, march, Dgbrowski,
From the Italian land to Poland.
Under your command

We shall rejoin the nation.

Like Czarniecki to Poznan
After the Swedish occupation,
To save our homeland,

We shall return across the sea.

March, march, Dgbrowski,
From the Italian land to Poland.
Under your command

We shall rejoin the nation.

A father, in tears,

Says to his Basia:

"Listen, our boys are said

To be beating the tarabans."

March, march, Dgbrowski,
From the Italian land to Poland.
Under your command

We shall rejoin the nation.
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Zofia Kazmierczak, Nominations.........ccceeeeeeeeeeseseeceeeenens (772) 589-6281 zofia.Kaz@gmail.com
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